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Make no tarrying to turn unto the Lord, and put not off 
from Day to Day ; for ſuddenly ſhall the Wrath of the Lord 
come forth, and in thy ſecurity thou ſhalt be deſtroyed, and 
periſh in the day of Vengeance. Ecclus VF. 


Non exiguum temporis habemus , ſed multum perdimus. 
Satis longa vita, & in Maximarum rerum Conſumma- 
tionem largè data eſt, fi tota bene collocaretur. Seneca 
Lib. de Brevitate Vite, Cap. 1. 


— 


— — — 
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EXCELLENGY 


HENRY- Lord CAPEL:L; 


Baron of TEWKES BURY, 


Lord Deputy General and General Governowr of the 
Kingdom of 1RE L 4 ND. 


My Lord, 
O the Great Satisfafinn of all ſincere Proteſtauts 
in this Kingdom, it hath lately pleaſed Almighty 
Gorl, to raiſe You from a Bed of Sickneſs: far, 
6” Diffolution aud have been an unconceivable Hap- 
pineſs to Tour Lordsbip, in freeing Tau from all thoſe nu- 
werden Evits which conflantly attend this Mortal State ; 
yet, in Gratitude tu Heaven, we cannot but Took You 
the prolenying of Tour Time on Earth, as an excee 
Dle//im> ume U, berauſe, a juft Nec, on Your. Lord- 


Wy r Exemplary Life, gives Us a fair Profpe# of many 
wid ud Days antler Tour Wife & M. oder ate Gavernment. 


Men 1 ſerianſly di Tar Lodo bank: in 4 Publick 
wid in a Private Station, I cammt expect that the folow- 
ang hould be very ſer vicrahle to Tour Lordship, 
. — hereditary aud ing d:Proncifles of all cru Noble 
and Vertuons 4 dccomplibments, are an excellent Prepara- 

T ion 


7 3 The Epinte Deaicatory. 


22 8 moſt ſurprixing Change Worlds : vet, con- 
ſideting 2 my ” — — ely, Op ſober Diſcour- 
ſes of "Death ant Judgment, are receiv/d by too many in 
this looſe and Atheiftical Age, 1 moſt humbly beg Leave to 
preſent a Plain Sermon, unto Tour Lordship's Patronage ; 
which will effeually recommend It, unto the careleſs 
World, and prove a ſufficient Defence, againſt all 2 Bold 


C enfares of Vain and Unreaſonable Men, 


The Religious Converſation of a Prudent Governour 
will ſooner Reſorm a Court, than all the Arguments and 
Eloguence of the moſt Elaborate Sermons ; and will more 
kindly perſwade all Inſeriours, unte a Life of Vertue, than 
the ſevereſt Laws and Penalties: So that, under Tour 
Laordship's equal Management of Affairs in Church and 
Stabe, we may, Now, expect to ſee our languishing Religi- 
on, ſlill more and more recover Strength, with Tour Lord- 
ship ; and at length raiſe Her, too long dejefled, Head, 
above all tle PX. of Open and Secret Enemies. 47 
therefore, Our fervent Prayers unto that God to whom alone 
belong the ” a of Life and Death, were offer d for Tour 
Lordship's Recovery, in the Days of Tour prevailing Diſtem- 
per; ſo, we muſt make it our preſent and conflant Requeſt 
wato the Throne of Heaven, that Tour Excellency may be 
many Tears ' continu d to Us, both in an Healthful State 
of Boch and in the Proſperous Government of this Ring- 


Had 


— 


EE 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


Had not the Great Apoſtle exborted Us, to male Sup- 
plications, Prayers and Interceſſions, not only for the Ring, 
4s Supream, but for all Gopernours that are ſent by Hm, 
for the Punistment of evil Doers, and for the praiſe of them 


that do well; yet a Natural Concern for our own Darling 


Intereſt, mou d ſlrongly engage Us, to plead earneſtly with 
God, for a Perſon, from whoſe impartial C are and auſpicious 
Influence, we have the greateſt Reaſon to hope that we ball 
lead a quiet and peaceable Life, in all Godlineſs and Ho- 


neſty. 


So conſiderable a Bleſſing is the ſpecial gift of God, 


who alone can ſtrengthen the Bars of our Gates, and make 
Peace within the Walls of our Jeruſalem: and that the 
ſame God may long employ Tour Excellency, as the happy In- 


ſtrument m promoting ſo Great and Good a Work ; and ( after 


all the Toil of Life and Government) abundantly reward 
Tou, for the Paithful Diſcharge of that important Truſt 
which is repoſed in Jou; is the hearty Deſire of, 


My Lord, 


Your Lordſhip's moſt Humble, 


and ſincerely devoted Servant, 


John Stearne, 


— rr mc". 


TO THE 


PARISHIONERS 


O F 
St. NICHOLAS vrvithin the Walls, 


My Dearly Beloved in the Lord, 


Eing often interrupted in the Publick Exer - 
ciſe of my Miniſtry, by a continuing Indiſpo- 
ſition of Body, I think my ſelf oblig'd to 

conſult Your Spiritual Welfare, another Way. 

And, therefore, that You may have ſomething of 


Mine, conſtantly before Your Eyes, to mind Vouof 


Your Latter End, and to engage You unto all the 
Great Duties of a Chriſtian Life, I am willing to 
expole my Self and Sermon to the ſharpeſt Cen- 
ſures of an uncharicable World. And if my Diſ- 
courſe meets with the deſir d Succeſs, in exciting 
any of You to a Conſcientious Improvement of 
this Uncertain Life, the ſevereſt Reflections of 
Ill Men, will be very patiently undergone, 


by 


Your Faithful Friend; 
and Obliged Servant. 


John Stearne. 


* 


* 0 9 
rr 


On Plalm XC. Verſe Xi, 


So teach ns < 0 Lord) to number our days; that e , 


we may apply our H earts unto Wiſdom, e Man 


Hen we borrow a few quite Niles ow 
W worldly Buſineſs, to enjoy our God and our 
Selves —— it muſt be very aſtoniſhing to con 
ſider, how Man that is born of a Woman, and ut Bur ol , 
ſpan of ds to live; that has been roſtor d by a Glori- 
dus Redeemer, and has the comfortable Eper of ever · 1 Cor, 15. 19; 
'Bleſſedneſs above, ſhou'd'no more reflect u 
the and Uncertainty of the Preſent Liſe, t 
if It ſhou'd never End; make no more Proviſion 
for the Liſe to come, than if It ſhou'd never Begin. 
_ _ — Terrours dos hourly enlarge his ** 14 
Sorts & Conditions of | Men (who are all 
— 'of the ſame Mold, and muſt all crumble into the 
nume Duſt) 'ch6, this day, One Friend mourmſuly fol £41912 5: 
lows another, 70 bis Long Home; and when a few Glaf. 
ſes more are run out, others attend him to the like \ 
melancholy Lodgings of 1 tho, we eue, 5 


Fob 21. 23, 24. 


Pjal. 39.12; 


'A Sermom on 


ly ſee-ſome leaving this World, in their fall frength, 
Ling wholly at Eaſe and Quiet, whilſt their Breſts are 
full of Milk and their Bones are moiſt ned with Marrow ; 
and *tho we often ſee thoſe go firſt to the Grave, who 
came laſt from the Womb; Vet ( notwithſtanding fo 
many and conſtant Summons unto ſerious Thoughts of 
Death) with whit unaccountable\Folly, do th Gene: 
rality of Mankind cheat themſelves, but of a0 2 
ty of Bliſs, in another Wotld , by their Stifiine Neg 
lect of a timely Preparation, for their laſt Hour in 
this > | 
Often have I ſeen careleſs Perſons, on a ere 


wich great Bitterneis of Soul, with Horrour and Con 
ſternation, reflect upon the Madneſs of their paſt Days, 
that were all beſtow'd on Sin and Vanity: and when 
the Skilful Phyſician (who ſeem d, a while, to put an 


ug Stop 8 wes; priege ; 
(by the prevailing Symptoms of Diſſolution), ford 5 
a eſpair of their Recovery; when their nary ds 
ſtood round their Beds, pouring out and mixing theie 
Prayers and Tears, in vain; and when they themſelyes 
perceiv'd Death axaeping; on them, gradually taking 
Poſſeſſion; and making Its near Approach umto the Seat 
of Life, in ſuch a doleſul helpleſs ſtare; ho oſten have 
| heard them with unſpeakable Earneſtneſs bogg n few 
ſuch precious Hours, to make their Poace;with| God, 
as they had prodigally throw n away upon their Luſts > 
Unger ſuch ſad Circumſtances, how importunately. have 
they apply d to Heaven, in Words like choſe oi the di 
ſtreſſed Plalmilt, O ſpare me, à little, that I may recover 
my ſtrength before I go hence, and be no more ſeen > But 
all ſuch late Wiſhes were in vain ; nothing cou'd keep 
oft the deadly ſtrokes, Many Motions of God's Holy 
Spirit they had oppos'd; many warning Judgments up- 

on 


LEY 


the Prayer bf Moſes. 


Bots ee 


Times had they un 
1 2 ith 


on the ofen ad 0 1 . 8 

ort, oſten had they let ſlip the ch Opportuni- 
ties of preparing, for their larter Bud; and then, the 
Juſt and too ks provoked God wou'd grant no more. 
May this never che din Fare of any Perſon pre: 
2 Andthat (a ſutptizing death, or rather) our own 
Inconfideration may not make us miſerable, beyond all 
Poſſibility of Recovery ; bur chat we may be fafely di- 
rected in our neceſſiry Preparation, ſor à dying Hour, 
let us all (making Maſers Prayer our own) wich a be- 
coming pertunity; and, at leaſt, as conſtantly as day 
and night return, thus addrets to Heaven; 


| So teach us (O Lord), to withber our days; that we 
may apply our Flearts unto Wiſdom. Amen. 


Well way. we call Moſes ( not dnly, as the Title of 
hip Þ Mo Sheen, be wy e oy He of Goel; and 


ye often w Him coming down (as it were) unto the 


le, with i pn. ory Meſſages froni God; fo, in our 

2 2 e ſcending unto God, with a 
avg Walz cation for his People. Bur 
727 Faithiul Servant to God 2 Man ſo- 

mY ne, one of Heaven with ſuch a Prayer? Do's 
He correct himſelf for what he had juſt now deliver'd ? 
„ had he not given a good Account of Humane Life 

. eady, and truly calt up the Number of irs Days, in 
ſe his foregoing Words, The Days of bur Age are 
— Tears and ten; and "tho men be ſo ſirong that 


Anni, on 


Xs LL Vilic 555 . > in other Places ch. Fer 25 


they, 


3 


A Sermon,.on .-. 
aN came to, faurſcure Tears (which is not the Lot of-one 
amot 5 thouſand) Ter if their frength this 
ut Labour and Sorrow; (a ſoon paſſeth It away, ani we 
are gone > Unto theſe, or the like, demands it will be 
ſatisſaction enough, to ſay, in a ſew Words, that it is 
not a bare Numbring of our Days which is here deſit d 
by Moſes. or God's People; but.ſuch a Numbring as in- 
cludes the juſt eration of their Shortneſs and 
Uncertainty; with a Religious Preparation for that 
Time when they muſt all determine. So to conſider our 
Days, and ſo to prepare for their utmoſt Period, is the 
ſpecial Duty of a Chriſtian ; and the faithful Giſcharging 

of our Duty is, in ſundry Places of God's Word, look 
upon and commended, by the Spirit of God, as our 
trueſt Wiſdom. Te Man ſaid God (according to the 
Feb 28,28, Words of Job unto his Friends) The Fear of the Lord, 
that is Wiſdom, and to depart from Evil is Underſtand- 
Den. 4. 5,6. ing, And thus ſpealothe Author of thisPfa'm unto the 
Children of Jſrael, Behold I have taught Ton Statutes 
and Judgments, even as the Lord my G od commanded 
me : that ye ſhow'd do them in the Land whether ye 75 to 
Fon, x pale lt: keep them, therefore, and do them; for this is 
„n Tu Wiſdem and Tour aderftanding. And rightly do's 
Comet. m Moſes addreſs to God for this Spiritual Wiſdom; ſor, 
_— 14 ſuch Wiſdom Comes from Above, as the diſti ihing Giſt 
humane Brevi- of God, unto his beloved People, God, a TG 
N Days: 


tener far; muſt teach us the true beneficial Nambring of our U 
coprohendere or the Great Leſſon, can never Be learn d by Us. 

25, „. L. that, if we reaſonably expect to be really Happy in this 
nec De Spiri- World, or eternally Bleſſed in another, it mu he po 
— concern us All, earneſtly and often, to petition God, as 
9am (wa fide his Servant Moſes did in our Text; So teach us (O Lord) 
affequimur, il- 29 number. our days; that we may apply our Hearts ho 


/ N * >a . 
. Wiſdom, * 


the Prayer of Moſes, 


| And in order unto a right Numbring of our Days, 
let us conlider Four weighty Particulars, vir. 


Firſt, That our Days (on Earth) cannot be many. 
Secondly, That they may be fewer than we expect. 


Thirdly, That how few ſoever our Days may be, they 
are the only ſcaſon in which we muſt provide for 
Eternity. 


And Lali, That when our few Days are come to 
an End, our State is unalterably fix d in Happineſs 
or Miſery. 


When I have ſpoken unto ery one of theſe Particu- 
Ius, I will briefly, and yer plainly, ſhew, 


In the Second Place, That this right Numbring of our 
Days is our trueſt Wi/aom; becauſe, it makes for our re- 
al ſatisiaction upon Earth, and for our much more con- 
_ Rleſſedneſs in the everlaſting World. And 


SY 
VUncertai ent Lite (and a to 
Advice of our Church, in her Rubrich before the Com- 
munion of the Sick) thall ſerve for a proper Conclufion 
ol the Whole. 


Firſt, We are ſo to Number our Days #9 to conſider 


that we cannot have many allowd us to mind the One 1. to. 42. 


Thing Neceſlary, the eternal Welfare of our Souls. 
C Unto 


6 A Sermon on 


L. de Breu. vi- Unto the preſent Generation, may we not aptly pro- 

#4 047-3 pound the ſame Queſtions, which the Ingenious Seneca 
did unto his Friend Paulinus? For, how great a Porti- 
on of our Time is taken-up in the Vanities of Child. 
hood and Youth? How much of our more jmproved 
Years, is waſted in taking Thought for our Life and 
Body, for what we ſhall Eat) what we ſhall Drink, and 

Mat:h 6. 25. what we ſhall Put on; in a continu'd pampering and 
adorning thoſe poor Bodies, which after all our Solici- 

741,21, tude, all our Coſt and Labour, muſt go as naked out 
of the World, as they came into It, and immediately 
periſh in the Duſt? Out of the ſmall Remainder how 
much is floPn for Civil Concerns , for impertinent, 
cenſorious Viſits, and unprofitable Recreations 2 Now, 
deducting from the Number of our Days, as many as 
are generally ſpent on ſuch Accounts, how little is there 
of our Time, that we may properly call the Life of a 
Chriſtian Man? 


And 'thò we ſhou'd not confine our Liſe, unto ſo 
ſtrict a Notion ; but let It be taken, at large, for all 
the Time that we are to remain here below; Vet even 
then, (according to that common and Ignoble Accep- 

\ tation of the Word, Life) it will be found true, that 
#50, 20, 3. "ny Man may ſay, as David did to Jonathan, there 
Pal. 39.5. is but a flep between Me and Death; and that a very 
J*4 16.22 ſhort one too; tis but a — long: So that, (as Fob 

expreſſeth it) when a few Tears are come, 1-ſhall go the 
Way, whence I ſhall not return: When all the Years 
of my Liſle, that are, now, contracted into a very nar- 
row Space of Time arc ended, I-muſt certainly leave 
this World, (*ch6 never ſo fond of Its Enjoyments) and. 
ſhall never more return into It. There is hope of a Tree, 
1 it le cut down, that (thri the ſent of Water) it wil 

| 1 bud. 


—_ 


the Prayer of Moſes. 7 


Bud and ſprout again: but Man dieth and waſteth away ; 7+ 147.5.16, 
yea, a Man giveth up the Gbeſt, and where is He? No 
Man (if the Royal Preacher hath taught us true Do- K. / 8. A 
ctrine) hath Power over the Spirit, to retain It in the 
Day of Death. We may as eaſily ſtop the Chariot of 
the Sun (when It riſeth, like a rejoycing Giant, to run ?/e. 19. 5. 
its Courſe; or when it is poſting unto Night, as if, af- 
ter all the Labours of the Day, it were haſl'ning to 
give It ſelf, as well as the World, Repoſe) as retard 
our departing Souls, or keep in the natural Breath of 
Life, when the appointed Time of our great Change is 76.14 14. 
come: That all Mew muſt die once, is an Appointment Hebr. 9. 25. 
of Heaven, more wnalterable than the Laws of the Dns. 8. 
Medes and Perfians, and muſt be ſubmitted to by All. 
AL Fleſh is Graſs, and all the Goodlineſs thereof is as the . *.5: 
Flower of the Field : the Graſs withereth, and the- Flowe 
er Fadeth of it ſelf, if it be not haſtily cut dom by the 
Sithe of Death. In the Apoſtle s Phraſe, our Bodies 
are but Tabernacles; frailand moveable Frames; not 2c. 5. f. 
built for a long Continuance here below: be theſe our f 
earthly Tabernacles or Houſes of Clay, never ſo ſtrong 7, f 1% 
and pleaſant, they muſt (after all our conſtant Repara- 
tions) ſhortly fall unto the Ground: only the: Fouſe not 
made with Handi, is eternal in the Heavens. The Holy 
Spirit (as many good Writers have obſerv'd) ſeems Streit. 
very deſirous to mind us of this Shortneſs of our Days, , 
by making uſe of divers Metaphors, to give us a more Penne 
compleat deſcription of It. In one Place, our Liſe is hen. 
compar'd to a thin Aiſt in the Morning, which the 7 14 
Riſing Sun preſently diſſipates with irs conquering 
Beams: and in another, to a ſwift Poſt; for, ſo do's 749 23. 
our Life run from Stage to Stage, till weatied Man has 
finiſh'd his Journey to his long Home. In a third Text, 246“ 12. 5. 
our Breath is ſaid to be as ſoon -extin as a ſudden 

. Blaze 


a oy C 2 > > - >» % * — — — — 
COT ͤòͤuk5 J—J— / Ts > . — =P 


* A Sermon on 
pj. 118. 12. Blaze of dry Thorns ; which are Kindlad, crackle, ſlama 
and die, almoſt, in the ſame Minute. And, finally, 
7˙ 9. 26. our Liſe is lik'ned to Ships at Sea, which having weigh'd 
ad, Anchor, continually leſſen the Land, and are \quick| 
»fira moments Out Of ſight : 80 Frail Man having been a littile while 
meagre, , tels d in a tempeſtuous World, goers hence, and is no 
Hem more feen. And bow (as a late Tranſlator of Senecas 
Ef ware quod- Sei. Chap. de Rrevitate Vite, Words it) canſt thou ſay 
#««s:n es aft. he hath failed much, whom a cruel Tempeſt rakes im- 
4. ſ-peTem- mediately, as ſoon as he is off the Havems Mouth; and 
FT. of &, aſter many churliſn Aſlaults of Wind and Billows , 
much his Way, 2nd various feen and ſecret 
Dangets, at length drives back the fame Road, by which 
He lately went out? Surely, we cannot fo properly fay, 
this Man hetb ſail d far, es that he been much 
i 06d and beaten. And (to barrow, at ance, from 
irren Virgil and Severe) As, When we are on the Seas, tho 
Z Shores and Cities ſeem to ſlie ſrom Us ; fo, in the ſwite 
Licilns. ces courſe of Time, we firſt loſe the ſicht of our Child: 
2 Tem: hood, then of our Youth, and at length dilcover the 
, Straits of Old Aga, at which whether we ſhall arrive, 
ES hn MerwtenF—niny of 
markably and | 
— bath in Profane and Sacred 
Writings. And indeed it is obvious unto Daily Obſer 
vation. Do we not hourly ſee that High and Low 
Rich and Poor, one with another, deſcend alike into 
the impargisl Grave > In the undiſturb d Chambers of 
Jil 30.43. That Heuſe (appointed far all the Living) lies the Rich- 
Pal. 84.6,y, eſt Monarch and the pooreſt Begger; the One unen- 
wa 7.6 Vid, and the other not deſpis'd. All men have one Fu- 
nes = . France into Lil, and the like Going out. Even Kings, 
but erat, Fe che like Gags on Earth, they en reſtore that Liſe which 
0 Cardmalis che Laws have taken away, ſhalt die lite other — 
I, r 


the Prayer of "Moſes, 


Death levels All, from him that fiererh en 4 Throne of 

Glory, unto him that is buribled in Earth and Aſber: 

from bim that weareth Purple and a Crown, unto him 

that is clothed with a Linen Frock, Ecclus 40. 3, 4- 

We mult be both very inconſiderate and e 

it we have already ſorgottan how Death hay lately , „ 2 

(in the Prophets way of ſpeaking) entred into our g 1 1 4. 

Palaces ; and taken away that Excellent P rinceſs who «4 — 

was our Glory, our Foy, and our Defence. The great fu. 

eſt Perfection in this World will not defend from the * . 

Rroke of Death. Had the Church of Reme ſo per. 

tect a Saint, wich whar expenſive Offerings wou'g rn Pete. 
Pilgrims flock unto her Tomb! "And, if cg a7? 

there be a Treaſury in that Church, how many m on Enghſs Pro 

have gon on in ſinning upon the Vaſt Stock of 9*— 

Merits! But, Sho is Rares and will be in oye 

ſeen amongſt us; ro-ſhame us into a Vertuous 

Converſation, by Her Royal Example, or to fapprefs 

the bold lenpiortes o our Age, by Her Authority. 

If the Wiſhes of Great Britain, and as Feland? (or 

our //rae!) may now ſay (Si mea cum veſtris valuiſ- 

ſent Vota Britanni) il mine, with all the joynt-Pray- 

ers of the Britiſb Nation, cou'd have prevail'd with 

God, for the prolonging of Her Life, we ſhou'd, this 

Day, have enjoyed Her, unto our Comfort, whom 

Death has taten from us co out ſorrow. O ye Sons 

andD of Men! who are now ſo Young and 

Lovely, fo nobly deſcended and inveſted with Pow: 2p. Ce 

er and Honour, ſo attended with Servants, lod —— 

in ſ Palaces and ſurrounded with all the 

ſiblo Contents of Life, chat Tou flatter Your ſelyes 

in Your Heaven wn „ Tee in chu ſuddet 


nn ee folly 


P/al. 39. 3. 


Bib. 17. 38. 


nge. 


dem on 
it is, ſor Yau to grow proud oſ any thing you enjoy 
here below, or to truſt, in your own —— 
Lives, Surely you cannot deſire a ſuller Inſtance to 
conſute all the Hopes and Confidences of poor Mor. 
tals; who are All, at their beſ# Eftate, from the Cot- 
tage to the Throne, a/together Vanity, If Greatneſs 
of Honour and Extraction; It Youth and Beauty; 
if the brighteſt Glories and moſt enyied . Pleaſures 
of a Court; il the moſt Loving and Tender Huf- 
band, and even a Prayizg People ; if any or all of 
theſe deſiteable Things cou'd have preſervd Her 
recious Life, our cndeared Princeſs had not now 
— the Melancholy ſubject of my Diſcourſe and 
your Attention. But, She of whom. the World was wot 
worthy, is tranſlated from us unto a fitter Place, And 
ſo remarkable an y/taxce, muſt be unto Us all, more 
than a ſufficient Proof of Humane Frailty. I ſnall not 
therefore ſtay longer on that Point: | eſpecially, be- 
cauſe there are ſeveral propounded Particulars re- 
— yet untouch'd : One oſ which, as it was laid 
own, ' | 


In the Second Place, is, That our Days (on Earth) 
may be ſewer than we expect. | 


Tis no ſmall Part ofthe Vanity of Man that he in- 
conſiderately deſers his work of Preparation for a 
better Liſs, upon the groundleſs Expectation of ha- 
ving, hereafter, a convenient ſeaſon to perlorm It And 
= when the careleſs Creature has given his Soul full 
iberty, to take its Egſe,to eat, drink; and be merry,( as 
il he were reſoly'd to conſume, upon himſelſ, all the 
Good Things which hs has laid up for many Tears ) how 
oiten 
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the Prayer of Moſes. 
the juſt God,that very night, of unre- 

ſirain'd, ſenſual ſatisſactions, reguire, bis milcrable Soul 
of him 2 And then he is ſo far from enjoying, that 
he cannot tell who ſhall gather all his Heap of Riches , 
then all his hopes of Happineſs, in both Worlds, 
eriſh with him. Tis well if ſome unhappy Sou's 
ye not been tormented in Hell Flames, long before 
that time came unto which, in their Heat of Youth 
and Pride of ſtrength, they put off all ſerious 
Thoughts of their latter End. And may not the. 
Souls and Bodies of ſome before me now, part within- 
a few. Nays? may not thoſe cloſe Companions, in 
all the works of the Devil, be. ſoon divided between 
the Grave and Hell >. May not the Great Judge of 
Heaven and Earth ſummon the moſt healthy of us 
all, to give an Account of our Stewardſhip, at his 
next opportunity of 
aſſembling in this Hey Houſe 2: How little reaſon 
then have we to defer a neceſſary Preparation, for 
the uncertain Timeof our moſt certain Change, which 
may be much nearer than we. imagime?. Saſely there: 
ſore, did the learned Rab; adviſe his Scholar, to Re. 
pent one Day before he Died ; enjoining himthereby, 
to repent ev'ry Day of. his Liſe ;- becauſe he cou d not 
aſſuredly ſay of any One, but that it might be the 
Day of his Death. How many have awak'd out of 
their. beloved Sleep, With a refreſh'd and chearſul 
Countenance, whoſe Faces have been cover d with 
the gatly Paleneſs of Death, before the Night ap- 
proach'd? And how many have laid themſelves 
down on their eafic Beds, and never riſen but to 
appear before the dreadiul Judgment-Seat of that 
Almighty God whom they boldly. affronted, » 


oſten do we ſee 


Pſal 39 6. 
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all their Years of Heath and Pleaſure? Fu 

chen we cannot think" that the Day is too 

early to prepate for another World, when we 

conſider that o Morrow be ros late. For, *thd 

the Life of Man, in general, be threeſcore Tears aud 

ten, and "thi ſome may ſo be ſtrong as to come to fourſcore 

Tears, yet no Particular Perſon can be aſſur d that 

He ſhall reach the neareft of thoſe Periods. The 

Book of Life, in which all our Days are Numbred, 

is not legible by us. God, with as much Kindnefs as 

441 endiur Wiſdom conceals the Time of our diffotution that we 

refer latere u, may live in a conftant Preparation for our moſt ſud 

t finem wo 

ftrum, diemg; den Change. And yer, how prepar* d foever (ac: 

"1" no cording to God's ExpeQation) ſome Perſons may be, 

«: den ſen per for the fad Hour of their Departure; this, I conceive 

ber pere, may very truly be affirm'd, chat the far greater Part 

ggg Lale, ol mankind leave this World, rich ſooner then they 

Gregs, expect; and more dis before Ten then after Three: 

ſcore. How many have placd their Hopes of being 

long remembred in a numerous Poſterity ; and yet 

haye they not iwd to ſee all that deſcended from 

24/.88.12, them laid down 7» the place where all things are for: 

gotren 2 So uncerrain and deceirful are the common 

#4c eft TIL. Hopes of a longer Abode on Earth, that the, World 

Ci 50M do's, almoſt eviry day, ſupply us with ireth Inſtances 

1 Lad of thoughtful and projet ing Men, who are haſtily 

onto taken away from alf their big Defigns and mighty 

mimearur. Ma- Uudertakings ; and, in the quiet Grave, reſt from 
erobius de u- off their fruitleſs Labours. What great and 

3 „„ beſigns (far above the moſt lofty Flights of Pane- 

Jo nf gyrick) bad the % | Reverend Tillotſon laid, 

Canterbury died fox the Advancement ,of Piety in, coming Generati- 

_ 224 ons But Death has put an End to All the Church 

mghr 
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might juſtly have expected, ſtom One ſo great as well 
in all * Spiritual and Artificial Abilities,as in the Roy- * 2? 4“ 
al Favour. And have we not a more convincing #64,” ” 
Proof, of Man's uncertain ſtate, nearer Home, in Her. 11. 16. 
the more unexpected Fall of a moſt Worthy Biſhop? „, fuel 
How ſoon was he tranſlated from the Biſhoprick of FOL Y ied 
Down, to the undiſturb'd Poſſeſſion of a better Coun s 
try > And yet, if we Number his Days, by his Wiſ ru ſed gran- 
dom, we may properly er-2ugh ſay, that he liv'd ma 7/7 $4: 
ny more Years in the World, than Nature gave Him rum $enets:e 
He duly conſider d how ſwiftly Time runs on; and © cam Fra 
his Improvement of It was, in ſpeed, anſwerable to 1 7,1. 
Its motion. He liv'd faſt in the beſt ſenſe ; fo faſt, 4 vn. obe- 
that He, very early, came, almoſt at once, to the 1% * 
End botlt of a deſerving Clergy-man and a good 
Chriſtian, A Biſhoprick and Heaven. And now, Our Zeb. 1. 5. 
Fathers, where are they and our Prophets, do they 
live for ever > They are no more in this world; but 
they live, for ever, among the Bleſſed. And where F 
is the late Nurfing Mother of our Church > Surely, it 2 
is Her Happinels, above, to enjoy the Society of 
thoſe Juſt Men, whom Her Prudent Care for Religion 
promoted here below. How ſurprizingly was that 
Incomparable QZ/EEFN call'd off, when three Nati- 
ens flatter'd themſelves with the great Hopes of ſee- 
ing her act a long and glorious Part, on the Publick 
Stage of, this World; to the Honour of her God, the 
Settlement of his true Religion, and the generalSatis- 
ſaction of all good men > We muſt bleſs God for 
that bright Pattern of all Chriſtian Vertues which She 
has leſt to future Ages; and which the preſent Gene- 
ration do's more commend than imitate : but we can 
expect no more from Her: She is gone to the Joys 

a E above, 
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above, and left us in the midſt of all our tranſporting 
Expectatione, unto Tears and Mourning in this Vale | 
of Mifery.” The loſs of ſuch a Queen wou'd have com. 
manded our Tears at any Time, *<h6 ſhe had fare the 
Years of our ever renown'd Elizabeth, on the Throne, 
and had reſign'd Three Kingdoms, to her Succeſſour 
in the moſt perfc& Peace: but, it muſt double our 
Concern to conſider, that the darkneſs of the Grave 
has hid Her Face, from us, in a needſul Time of Trou- 
ble. So that ev'ry true hearted Proteſtant may, ſay 
of Her haſty Diſſolution (as Philip did of his Friend's) 
Mor: Sprynit It was in 4 good time for Fer ſelf, but for Me tbo ſoon, 
— oye How is the mighty Princeſs faln! Flow are the Angels 
le pariter &. & our Church pt#riſÞd' And thò We flatter our ſelves, 
cli Cape. as much as we can, with the Thoughts oſ doing great 
offs AE Things, either for our ſelves or others, in the ſuture 


manent: Yearsof our Lie, yet it is moſt certain, that we are 
_— already. dead, to all the paſt Portions of our Time; 
27 what are yet to come (it God allows us any more) 


„% with a ſwift Pace, following thoſe that are gone be- 
* © * fore, Will be quickly paſt too; and only the preſent 
Now is Ours. And ſo important is this very Moment, 
that upon the right Improvement of.it, may. depend 
all the Happineſs of our Souls and Bodies, in a better 

World. For, as You were told, 


In the Third Place, How ſew ſoever out Days on 
Earth may be, they are the only ſeaſon, in which we 
mult provide for a bleſſed Eternity. 


Now, zt the accepted Time; Now, is the Day of Sal- 
vation, When the Night of Death oretakes us, this 
Day of Grace is at an End Time it ſelf will be no 

| more, 
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more, and Nepemtanct will be ton late. So that, 7» 
this owr Day we milf tvom (that is, not only under. 
ſtand but alſo pratiſe) be 7bings which Belong unto our 


eternal Peace, or they will be, for ever, hid from our 1 19 45. 


yet. Theſameftroke of Death, which divides rhe 
careleſs Wretche's Sopl and Body, res both, 
from all Oppottuhities of making His Peace with 
God, or ſecuting his everlaſting Welfare. When we 
have left this World, with a guilty and tormentin 


all cho religious Performagces of our moſt real Friends 
cannot, in the leaſt degree, ptomore our Happineſs, 
Men may, in an affc mare or a licentious 
Neglect, delay their pteparatory work on earth, to 
the very lateſt Minute; and ſtil! depend upon the 
Treaſury of the Romifh'Chutch, in which ( if her ce. 
lebrated Writers lay nothing but Truth) they that are 
not poor can hardly. be Dumm d; but the Word of 
God, is fo far from giving them any Encouragement, 
in ſuch an uſcleſs ance, that (leſt they ſhou'd 
loſe their Souls and their Money together) It ſtrictly 
commands chem to word out, in their own Perſons, 


their o Saluarinn, whilſt they have the Light of 2 212. 


Liſe; for, when the night of Death cohits, no Man 


can work, And our Church (not impoſing Articles 77 9. 4. 


of Faith, that are juſtifiable only by fabulous Legends 
and ridiculous Stories, of Souls appearing, aſter Peath 
to implore the Aſſiſtance of ſurviving” Friends, to 
wards a Diſcharge from the pains of Purgatory, but) 
raiſing her Doctrine on the Word of God, as the moſt 
firm and laſting Foundation, do's, with a pious Concern 
for tho Spiritual Good of her Children, thus deliver 


her Thoughts unto them, on this vety Point j eee The Homilie of 


« not Prajer,34 part. 


Conſeience, all the mercenary Prayecs of others, with Cine. N 


Dialogue. Chop, 
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« not us dream any more that the, Souls of the Dead 
« areany thingat all holpen by aut Prayers: bur let 
« us think; that the Soul of Man paſling out ot the 
© Body, goeth ſtraight ways either to Heaven or to 
« Hell; 1 the One a 80 Prayer. the O. 
« ther is. without Redemption. Tha only to 
*« ry wherein we muſt truſt to be gay d, is, the Maud 
gl Chriſt: he that cannot be ſav d by Faith in That, 
0 64-2 ſhall he look to be deliver'd by Man's Inter- 
ceffions : Inſtead, therefore, of building any deceit? 
tul Expectation on the Prayers or Gifts, of ſuch ag 
may think they have enough both of Money and good 
Works, for themſelves and their neighbours, let us fins 
cerely practiſe that ſafe Doctrine which is maintain'd 
in the Prayers, Homilies, Articles and Canons of that 
Church of which we profeſs, our ſelves Members: We 
muſt timely prepare tor our eternal State, by wiſely 
Numbring our Days now, or let that great Work. alone 
for ever: for, there is no Work, nor Wiſdom, nor Knows 
ledge in the Grave, whither we are all going; ſome in 
a more ſpeedy and ſome in a ſlower Pace; every Man 
in his own Order, as the Sovereign Lord of. Liſe and 
Death, is pleas'd to call. And therefore, as I pro- 
pounded It, 


Ecel. 9. 10 


In the Fourth Place, When our few Days ate come 


to an End, our State (either in Happineſs or in Miſery) 
is unalterable. | 


If thro the Inconſideration of our own tranſitory 
1 Luk, 16. 23, and uncertain Lives, we Die in our Sins, and liſt up our 
* 2 Eyes in Hell; in the tormenting Flames, we may 
long, and long in vain cry out, Father Abraham, have 

n mer cy 
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mercy on me; far between 7s and Elim there is 4 great 

Gulf fix'd; ſo that they which won paſs from Heaves 

to Hell, cannot; neither can they pals to Hauen that 

war come from File. By the Gulf fd between 

Heaven and Hell is meant (ſay many learned Writers) os. Mee 
God's zrreverfible Decree , by which thoſe Perſons 52 irarx 
whoſe Wickednaſſes made them incapable of the Vi. Fd A 
ſion and Enjoyment of God, and ſunk them down, Mamerd b 
to Hell, ſhall for ever remain there without any h u aww 
Hopes of Comfort or Relieſ: and by which the Righ 4+ Dopand 
teous ſhall be recciv'd into Life everlaſting; into ſuch — 
ineſfs as all the Powers of, Hell ſhall naver be ”icked bun 
able to leſſen or diſturb. At the Diſſolution of this % ther 


Whole Frame of Nature, the Officious Angels ſhall —＋ 4 
ſound to . call up tha Dead, gue 72 on 
their ſcattet d Aſhes, wherefoever the four Winds p- Ham. o 


have lodg'd them: but ew ry departed Soul comes to 44.5. 31. an 
Its particular t. immediately aſter It has done 15 . 
ich chis mi World; and is for ever confirm d Mir. 24. 31: 
in a Condition of Joy or Sorrow. And donbtleſß, as f. 0. 
it greatly impreves. the heavenly Joys of ſuch as die 
in the Lord, to be aſſur d that all the Bledings, with 
Which God merciſully cewards thair holy Lives, ſhall 
laſt as long as God himſalſ; ſo, on the other ſide, it | 
muſt ſtrangely aggravate the-miſcries of the damm d. , 2 24: 
to know, that they are plac'd in a ſad Eternity where «2. x, 
they ſhall hate to live and yet can never die, Aftcr 7% 7-5. 
they have lain Millions of under the moſt un- 
expreſſible Totments, they not diſcaver one 
happy Minute wherein they ſhall. autlive their Pains; 
but Galt ſtill look forward, into more and. more 
Wrath to come Such an uncomfortable Proſpect 
creates their Deſpair, and ſuch Deſpair is tha Empha- 
ſis of all, chair Torments. So teach ws, therefore, ; 

| F Lord, 
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Lord, to Number our Days, that we may apply our 
Heb. 11.25, Hearts unte Wiſdom; and not, as Fools, for rhe Pleas 
— — 2 — * fares of Sin, which are but for a ſeaſon, expoſe our 
be, nd « Souls and Bodies unto Miſcrics of;Eternal Duration. 
Beggay all the 
717,27 Having thus diſtinctly ſpoken unto the ſour propound: 
2 live in ed Particulars, which we are to conſider, in order 
r right Numbring of our Days, I am now to ſhew, 


an hour, and 
burn m Hell, 


War n, In the Second Place, That ſuch a Numbring of our 
Zones, in lo: Days, is our trueſt Wiſdom, becauſe it makes for our. 
=_=y real Satisfaction in this World, and for our cndleſs 


Felicity in the next. 


The Truth of this Reaſon appears, ſrom the Con- 

ſideration of that mighty Influence, which ſuch a, 
Numbring of our Days has upon our Souls, in freeing 

them from their uneaſie, reſtleſs Paſſions; Pride, Mut- 

muring, Ambition, Revenge and the like; or, at leaft, 

in reſtraining all thoſe extravagant Deſires of Earthly 

Things, which make us conſume our Days in Vanity, 

and our Tears in Trouble. So juſt a Senſe of that pre- 

vailing Power which a ſerious Meditation upon Death' 

has over the whole Lite of Man, had the Old Egyp- 

tians, that they preſented a Scull, at their moſt ſplen · 

did Entertainments, to keep all Beholders within 

the due Bounds of Temperance. Such a ſober Pra- 

L. 2. ds Morte; ctice ſeems to be favour'd very much by that bold 
8 en, and yet true ſaying of the Learned Picus Earl of Mi- 
— „ randula, Let a man ſeriouſly think of his dying Hour, 
birvie fere #».- and then let him fin if be can; and by that pertinent 
1 Advice of the Wiſe Son of Sirach, Whatſcever thou 
Tcl, 7. 36. takeft in hand, remember the End, and thou fhalt ne. 
ver do amiſi. Let a man but ſeriouſly 2 

on 
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ſoon He and all things elſe may change; or how ſud 

denly he may be forc'd to part with the deareſt Ob- 

jets of his Love (which binds faſter than the Hands 

of a Prieſt) and ſuch a cloſe Thought will naturally 

quench his hoteſt Paſſion for the enſnaring Vanitics 

of this World. Such a compoſed Meditation wou'd 

ſoon check our fooliſh Hopes, and ſpoil the Reliſh 

of all our carnal Joy; It wou'd, in our Opinion, 

blaſt” the moſt rempting Beauty, and darken the 

brighteſt Luſtre of worldly Greatneſs: In a word , 

it-wou'd effectually aſſiſt us in overcoming our moſt 
deſtructive ſpiritual Enemies; even all thoſe fleſhly 1 Per. 2. 11. 
Luſts which conſtantly and, too often, very ſucceſs- 

fully War againft the Soul. For (to inſtance in ſome 

of them) how can that Perſon ſwell, or look big 

with Pride, who duly employs his Thoughts upon 

that Time when Death (which is no ReſpeCter of Per- 

fons) ſhall humble him unto the Duſt, and level him 

with the meaneſt Mortal? How can we diſtract our 

Spirits, in the eager Proſecution of any temporal 

Things (as if we were to live an Eternity here be- 

low) when we conſider that we are rangers and ſo pſil.39; 12: 
journers upon Earth, as all our Fathers were; and muſt, , e 
when a few Days are over, leave all to the next com — 2 
ing Travellers? How unſuitable will the long Pro #4: varies vi- 
jedls of vain Glory, appear unto ſuch as in earneſt %%% un, 
think with themſelves what a little Hole in the hommnwn cadu- 
Earth, muſt, at laſt (aſter all his Graſping) contain 1; *m 4 
that man's Body, whoſe Soul the Wide World cou d ter. 4 Conſe: 
not content 2 Muſt not all men impartially condemn 2%. 2. 
themſelvos, as very vain and inconſiderare Creatures 
for waſting their Time and Strength, and compaſſing 

Sea and Land, to heap up Riches or lay up Goods, 

for many Tears; it they really believe that they = 
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long? How many ber beg the 2 
'of Preparation , when their "nt re near unto 
their End j never earneſtly 5 pon doing Godd, 
til the beſo Opportunity- for it be' paſr. How. many 


have: Thirty t perhaps Fiſty Veafd 
in the Fo and fl that: — Time have not 
made ſo much Pre ſor t — Hour of 


Death, as one fin ge Ac of Receivin the 15 1— 
mehr ofthe Lords Supper? As if they defi 1 
on a ſick to ſhew ſertb not 

\Death, throws f and: chought it 1 
tate their Lord, by taking the Sacramental Ausad ail 
Wine, in the ſame Night that they are deliver unto 


Death. O moſt prodigious Ingratitude! after all the 
2 * which God hat lay, vouchſaf d unto our 


Land; 
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Land; to the Inhabitants of this City in a more ſpecial 
manner (Which certainly ſhou'd more ſtrictly oblige 
them unto a Chriſtian Lite) after all God's wondertul re- 
peared Favours, I'fay, tis unaccountable, how ſuch, as in 
other Matters, mighit paſs for Men of Good Senſe and 
Reaſon, ſhou'd ſtill continue ſo unreſorm d as to mind the 
2 D 2 me ng mT 
GrearNecellity of eit the Hihle 
or the. Pulpit." If-ever, from — — hay El | 


upon their careleſs Lives, it muſt cauſe an the fart 


= Spirit to to, exhomes in how many may 
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nary Re ho 
Men act ſo unlike t 
tres, as to perſevere in a eondtine Conte of r 
Great: Duty, for ſlighting of which, they moſt do at laſt, 
— ſo deeply and heavily concern d in this World, or 
miſerable in the next? upon what Account 

107 ſc eons ca de that cheir Prayers, int 
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aBlefling to any thing they undertake, I cannot 95 
conceive, But ſure I — that the common Neglect 
the Lords Supper, in pulous City, is a Sin 2 - 
provoking a Nature, thi 280 dGod, o y lay itin Aſhes, 

or 
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or give ĩt into che Hands of a tevengeſul, bloudy Enemy. 
it would be a favourable Judgment, than ſuch-an: 
. P * N Wera — — 
l PP l iſtianity am us; by n 
. Communion, We might immediately, look for tha 
tel Plagues: but it is to he hoped, (hat God, in his 
Marcy, will pa 8 Citys tor the few 

2 476 therein. To cone all, therefore, my Heart 8. 
unto Cod, in, that any or alboꝗ theſe Conlideratio 
ons may peslectiy awaken Nou, out of your-dangeroug: 


Security. ;. and you: — —ͤ 
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